
Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 

GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.)  

CORPORATE LAW AND FINANCE 

The Corporate Law and Finance LL.M program is designed to prepare graduates to 
represent corporations or other business entities. The curriculum is divided into two tracks 
designed for either a large, global corporate practice or the representation of smaller businesses 
and entrepreneurs.  All courses offer graduate level instruction in areas that are relevant to 
corporate and business practices.      

#1 - KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME: Program graduates will acquire substantive knowledge of the 
formation, capitalization, regulation and operation of business entities such as: 

Fundamental Knowledge:   

 Fundamental aspects of corporate law and governance; 

 Corporate professional responsibility; 

 Corporate finance, accounting, and tax; 

 Business planning, compliance, and reporting; 

 Intellectual property; 

 Capital markets; 

 Franchise law; and 

 Advanced transactions 
 

Application / Assessment: 

Given a legal case or client scenario, students will: 

 Apply fundamental principles to problem resolution;  

 Identify issues related to capital generation and corporate governance; and  

 Develop appropriate responses to regulatory and compliance issues.   

 

#2 - SKILLS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to apply corporate law and 

compliance in practice settings. 

Application / Assessment:  

Through a variety of assignments students will  

 Provide advice and counsel to corporate clients and other business entities;  

 Draft appropriate documents in a major corporate change transaction; 

 Using SEC financial reporting documents, develop corporate governance and 
financing plans and a compliance program; 

 Prepare a trial notebook for a major lawsuit; 

 Prepare original documents displaying graduate level application of corporate 
law, legal analysis, creative client solutions, and drafting skills; and  

 Prepare a suite of documents in a practicum simulating a corporate merger or 
acquisition (Global Public Company Law track) by a given closing deadline.  
 



 

#3 - ETHICS OUTCOME:  Professional responsibility and compliance will be an aspect of every 
course in the Corporate and Finance Law program. LL.M. graduates embrace the legal, moral, 
ethical, and professional responsibilities of lawyers, embodying the responsibilities of an 
honorable member of the profession. 

 

Application / Assessment: Given a legal case or client scenario, students will 

demonstrate their ability to represent a client by: 

 Communicating with the client about all potential solutions; 

 Effectively assessing the risks associated with potential strategies and 
adequately communicating those possibilities to the client; 

 Interacting with the client in a professional manner; 

 Interacting effectively with other professionals on the client’s behalf; 

 Acting with civility when representing the client before any governing bodies; and 

 Identifying, explaining, and resolving any ethical dilemmas. 
 

 



Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 
GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.)  

GENERAL STUDIES 

The General Studies Program is focused on Cooley's mission of instilling knowledge, skills, and 
ethics. Individuals with a passion in a particular legal subject may customize an LL.M. degree 
through the General Studies LL.M. Program. The student combines elective courses with 
required credits in scholarly research and writing, and skills or ethics. 
 
#1 KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME:  General Studies LL.M. graduates are able to apply substantive 
legal knowledge and procedure using general lawyering skills (legal analysis and reasoning, 
case reading, legal research, legal writing, policy analysis and synthesis) in the analyses 
necessary to practice as competent attorneys in the legal subject areas chosen. 

 
Fundamental Knowledge: 

 The rules of applicable law in the legal subject area(s) chosen 
 
Application / Assessment: 
Given a topic area, problem, legal case, or client scenario students will: 

 Identifying which facts are relevant when applying an area of law; 

 Explain basic policies and procedures; 

 Write a paper or submit a project; and 

 Effectively use current technologies and strategies to organize, store, retrieve, 
and analyze information and to undertake factual and legal research. 

 
 
#2 SKILLS OUTCOME:  General Studies LL.M. graduates acquire the practice skills necessary 
to represent clients competently and effectively in service of lawful objectives in the legal subject 
area(s) chosen. 

 
Application / Assessment: 
Students will demonstrate their ability in the legal subject area(s) chosen by: 

 Assessing which issues are implicated based in a client’s situation; 

 Identifying clients’ financial, commercial, and personal constraints and priorities, 
and counsel clients on how they may best meet their lawful objectives in light of 
those constraints and priorities; 

 Identify all possible solutions and outcomes;  

 Communicate effectively with clients, colleagues, and other professionals from a 
range of social, economic, ethnic, and educational backgrounds, including the 
ability to present in both oral and written form, as well as listen perceptively; 

 Identify and meet applicable deadlines;  

 Manage personal workload so as to efficiently and effectively manage a number 
of concurrent client matters;  

 Advocating on behalf of others; 

 Assessing risk and employing strategies to minimize risk for clients and for 
themselves; 

 Effectively managing client relationships and knowing how to act if a client is 
dissatisfied with the advice or service provided; 



 
 
#3 ETHICS OUTCOME: General Studies LL.M. graduates embrace the legal, moral, ethical, 
and professional responsibilities of lawyers, embodying the responsibilities of an honorable 
member of the profession in the legal subject areas chosen. 
 

Application / Assessment: Given a legal case or client scenario, students will 

demonstrate their ability to represent a client by:  

 Communicating with the client about all potential solutions; 

 Effectively assessing the risks associated with potential strategies and 
adequately communicating those possibilities to the client; 

 Interacting with the client in a professional manner; 

 Interacting effectively with other professionals on the client’s behalf; 

 Acting with civility when representing the client before any governing bodies; and 

 Identifying, explaining, and resolving any ethical dilemmas. 
 



 

 

       
    

     
  

               
               

         
 

            
       

 
    

      
  
   
    
       
     

 
   

      
          

     
            

            
             

           
         

            
     

 
 

        
 

   
              

             
      

             
        

             
    

          
           

  
 

 
 

Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 
GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.) 

HOMELAND AND NATIONAL SECURITY LAW 
The Master of Laws in Homeland and National Security LL.M. Program reviews the many new 
laws enacted since 9/11 and meets the needs of those attorneys seeking to better understand 
the context and application of those laws. 

#1 KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME: Graduates will achieve an understanding of the fundamentals of 
Homeland Security law including: 

Fundamental Knowledge includes: 
 Air maritime, and transportation security; 
 Counter-terrorism; 
 Immigration security; 
 Border security; 
 Public health and bioterrorism; and 
 Intelligence and individual rights. 

Application / Assessment: 
Understanding the fundamentals means students can: 

 Apply statutory and constitutional legal principles to implementation of 
national and global security strategies. 

 Analyze potential legal issues of response and recovery efforts in homeland 
security at the local, state, federal, and tribal levels, including dual federalism, 
state vs federal lead, use of the military in domestic environments, and others. 

 Evaluate the laws that affect critical resources and key infrastructures 
including the Critical Infrastructure Information Act and SAFETY Act. 

 Evaluating and applying the interrelationship between US law and US foreign 
policy with International Humanitarian Law 

#2 SKILLS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate their by: 

Application / Assessment: 
 Analyzing the legal efficacy of terrorism laws of the United States, the several 

states and other nations both comparatively and against a matrix of political and 
societal needs and individual rights. 

 Strategizing the legal impact of planning efforts to prepare and respond to 
disaster and terrorist and other threats to security. 

 Analyzing response and recovery efforts in homeland security at the local, state, 
federal, and tribal levels. 

 Analyzing national and global intelligence mechanisms, security procedures, and 
organizations and the interplay among them and between them and public 
institutions. 



 

 

            
            

 
 

          
     

           
          

           
    

            
  

        
 
 

#3 ETHICS OUTCOME: LL.M. graduates embrace the legal, moral, ethical, and professional 
responsibilities of lawyers, embodying the responsibilities of an honorable member of the 
profession. 

Application / Assessment: In any Homeland Security scenario, students will 
demonstrate their ability to: 

 Assess the relationship between security and privacy concerns versus personal 
and societal freedom, and apply to new and evolving circumstances. 

 Effectively assess the risks associated with potential strategies and communicate 
those possibilities to stakeholders; 

 Act with civility when representing clients or stakeholders before any governing 
bodies; and 

 Identify, explain, and resolve any ethical dilemmas. 



Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 
GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.)  

INSURANCE LAW  

The graduate program in Insurance Law was developed for the purpose of providing attorneys 
with practical knowledge of the structure and operation of insurance entities from a regulatory 
and legal perspective. It is modeled in part after a similar LL.M degree program offered at the 
University Of Connecticut School Of Law.   These programs remain the only two such insurance 
-centric graduate programs offered by American law schools.  
 
Our program provides instruction on the principles of insurance in its many forms, while 
requiring students to simulate regulatory interactions, entity formation, risk transfer transactions, 
and claim advocacy and defense.  With the guidance of our insurance faculty, all of whom are 
actively practicing or recently retired from corporate or private insurance practices or the state 
insurance department, students acquire the special skills relevant to the development of a legal 
practice in one or more aspects of insurance law.     
 
#1 - KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the fundamentals of insurance 
law. 

Fundamentals Knowledge:  
Program graduates will acquire substantive knowledge of: 

 The formation, capitalization, regulation and operation of health, life, property and 
casualty insurers; 

 Risk transfer within the insurance industry through reinsurance and captive 
insurance structures;  

 Fundamentals of pension and employment benefit plan, design, and 
administration; and,  

 Knowledge of the practical legal challenges confronting practitioners in those 
specialized areas of insurance practice.  

Application / Assessment: 
Students can: 

 Explain insurance principles, regulatory requirements, litigation and ethical 
considerations; 

 Apply insurance principles, regulatory requirements, litigation and ethical 
considerations;  

 Apply legal theories and case authority towards the effective representation; 

 Assess transactional or litigation issues based on a client’s situation; 

 Identify issues that need to be addressed, steps that need to be taken, and time 
limitations applicable to insurance law; and 

 Effectively and efficiently research an insurance law issue.  
 

#2 - SKILLS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to apply tax law to a 
variety of situations. 

Application / Assessment: 
Given a legal case or client scenario students will demonstrate their skills by: 



 Evaluating client problems and create ethical and innovative solutions 
appropriate to client needs and the circumstances presented; 

 Interacting with claims adjusters, regulators, other insurers and opposing 
counsel; 

 Analyzing applicable insurance policy forms, underwriting and claims materials 

 Developing or defending a claim for coverage; 

 Developing technical communications to claims adjusters; 

 Preparing and filing for state authorization to conduct business as an insurance 
company; 

 Designing an appropriate structure to transfer risk;  

 Reading and challenging financial statements prepared for insurers under both 
statutory and GAAP accounting methods; 

 Creatively applying insurance theory and social policy to what are essential 
contract disputes; 

 Synthesizing substantive insurance law and insurer operations with broader 
public policy and social considerations when developing claims and defenses. 
 

 
#3 - ETHICS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to effectively and ethically 

interact with, and on behalf of, the client.   

Application / Assessment: Given a legal case or client scenario, students will 

demonstrate their ability to represent a client by:  

 Communicating with the client about all potential solutions; 

 Effectively assessing the risks associated with potential strategies and 
adequately communicating those possibilities to the client; 

 Interacting with the client in a professional manner; 

 Interacting effectively with other professionals on the client’s behalf; 

 Acting with civility when representing the client before any governing bodies; and 

 Identifying, explaining, and resolving any ethical dilemmas. 
 



Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 
GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.)  

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW  

The graduate program in Intellectual Property Law was designed to provide its students a 
thorough substantive background in a variety of areas of intellectual property law including 
patent law, trademark law and copyright law as well as skills based instruction in the practice of 
law in these areas including patent drafting and practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, litigating intellectual property disputes  as well as negotiating and drafting agreements 
relating to intellectual property.   

 

#1 KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME: Graduates will achieve an understanding of the fundamentals of 
intellectual property law. 
 

Fundamentals Knowledge:  
Fundamentals of intellectual property law include: 

 Patent, Trademark and Copyright protection and enforcement. 

 Intellectual property issues relating to various industry groups including the 
entertainment and media industries, software and software related inventions, 
biomedical and biotechnical industries and e-commerce. 

 Litigation of intellectual property disputes. 

 International aspects and international treaty obligations and enforcement with 
respect to intellectual property rights. 

Application / Assessment:  

Given a case or client scenario, students will demonstrate their knowledge by: 

 Identifying substantive and procedural elements relating to the acquisition, 
protection and enforcement of patent rights in the United States; 

 Identifying substantive and procedural elements relating to the acquisition, 
protection and enforcement of trademark rights in the United States; 

 Applying substantive knowledge and practical skills relating to the drafting and 
negotiation of agreements relating to the acquisition, transfer and/or licensing of 
intellectual property rights; 

 Identifying pros / cons of possible solutions and outcomes in the prosecution of 
either patent applications and/or trademark applications in the Patent and 
Trademark Office  

 Identifying pros/cons of strategies for overcoming various objections or rejections 
by the Office in accord with various Supreme Court  and Federal Circuit case 
law. 

 

#2 - SKILLS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to apply intellectual 

property law to a variety of situations. 

Application / Assessment: 

Given a legal case or client scenario, students will demonstrate their skills by: 



 Identifying which facts are relevant when applying IP law; 

 Assess which IP issues are implicated based on a client’s situation; 

 Evaluate issues confronting a client; 

 Competently conducting IP research applying the results to the client’s facts;  

 Identifying and meeting all applicable deadlines; 

 Identifying all possible solutions and outcomes; and 

 Creating and implementing solutions for a client’s IP issues. 
 

#3 - ETHICS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to effectively and ethically 

interact with, and on behalf of, the client.   

Application / Assessment: Given a legal case or client scenario, students will 

demonstrate their ability to represent a client by:  

 Communicating with the client about all potential solutions; 

 Effectively assessing the risks associated with potential strategies and 
adequately communicating those possibilities to the client; 

 Interacting with the client in a professional manner; 

 Interacting effectively with other professionals on the client’s behalf; 

 Acting with civility when representing the client before any governing bodies; and 

 Identifying, explaining, and resolving any ethical dilemmas. 
 

 

  



 

 

       
    

     
  

                 
              

              
      

 
            
     

 
   

          
         
        
                

              
             

        
       

 
   

          
            
           
          
                

      
         

 
 

                
   

 
   

               
            
            
      
             
       
        
           
              

 

Western Michigan University - Cooley Law School 
GRADUATE PROGRAM (LL.M.) 

TAX 
The Graduate Tax Program is dedicated to preparing attorneys for the practice of tax law. This 
objective includes providing instruction on the fundamental principles of tax, offering a myriad of 
opportunities to apply the acquired knowledge, and developing skills that allow the students to 
interact effectively with the client. 

#1 KNOWLEDGE OUTCOME: Graduates will achieve an understanding of the fundamentals of 
tax law. 

Fundamentals Knowledge: 
 The rules applicable to basic Federal individual income tax; 
 The rules applicable to partnerships and S corporations; 
 The rules applicable to C corporations; 
 The rules applicable to one or more of the following specialty areas of taxation; 1) 

international tax, 2) state and local tax, and/or 3) estate, gift, and trust taxation; 
 The various stages of tax procedure, including the audit and appeals process, 

litigation, collection issues, and liability compromise options; and 
 The ability to conduct tax research. 

Application / Assessment: 
Understanding the fundamentals of tax law means the students can: 

 Explain the basic policies and provisions of Federal individual income tax; 
 Identify the differences and similarities between corporate and partnership tax; 
 Assess the stage a tax controversy is in 
 Identify issues that need to be addressed, steps that need to be taken, and time 

limitations applicable to the actions; and 
 Effectively and efficiently research a tax issue. 

#2 SKILLS OUTCOME: Graduates will demonstrate the ability to apply tax law to a variety of 
situations. 

Application / Assessment: 
Each student should demonstrate the ability to apply tax law to a client’s situation by: 

 Identifying which facts are relevant when applying an area of law; 
 Assess which tax issues are implicated based on a client’s situation; 
 Evaluate issues confronting a client; 
 Competently conducting tax research applying the results to the client’s facts; 
 Identifying and meeting all applicable deadlines; 
 Identifying all possible solutions and outcomes; 
 Creating and implementing solutions for a client’s tax issues; and 
 Drafting an opinion letter addressing the level of risk associated with transaction. 



 

 

             
            

 
 

            
         

         
          

       
         
          
             
        

 
 

# 3 ETHICS OUTCOME: LL.M. graduates embrace the legal, moral, ethical, and professional 
responsibilities of lawyers, embodying the responsibilities of an honorable member of the 
profession. 

Application / Assessment: Given a legal case or client scenario, students will 
demonstrate their ability to represent a client by: 

 Communicating with the client about all potential solutions; 
 Effectively assessing the risks associated with potential strategies and 

adequately communicating those possibilities to the client; 
 Interacting with the client in a professional manner; 
 Interacting effectively with other professionals on the client’s behalf; 
 Acting with civility when representing the client before any governing bodies; and 
 Identifying, explaining, and resolving any ethical dilemmas. 



 
 

United States Legal Studies LL.M. Program Outcomes 
 
USLS Goals and Objectives (Approved 9-29-2010) 
 
The Curriculum is designed to introduce U.S. law and legal theory to lawyers trained outside the United States and to 
teach them how to work effectively within U.S. legal systems.   Lawyers educated in a civil law tradition will learn about 
the common law and return to their country to practice law with an understanding of the two systems.  Foreign lawyers 
trained in a common law tradition might use the education for a U.S. bar examination. 
 
Graduates will understand how U.S. law is formulated and how it evolves in a variety of substantive areas.  They will 
understand and be able to apply common law legal principles in different settings as a result of their study of courses 
typically taken in the first year of law school.  Graduates will learn American constitutional law in context with American 
history and government.  They will know how to efficiently research U.S. law, including case law, statutory and 
regulatory systems.  They will select elective courses to supplement their plan of study. 
 
Program Outcome #1 
USLS LL.M. graduates should be able to apply common law legal principles from U.S. common law courses including 
those typically taken in the first year of law school. 
 
Students with knowledge of the core legal principles can: 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the required common law courses Contracts I, 
Criminal Law, Property I, and Torts I; and, 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the law courses of their choosing. 
 
Program Outcome #2 
USLS LL.M. graduates should have the opportunity to compare and contrast their home country’s legal system to those 
of the United States. 
 
Students with knowledge of core legal principles can: 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in Constitutional Law I or the required course 
United States Constitutional Law for Foreign Attorneys; and, 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the law courses of their choosing. 
 

Program Outcome #3 
USLS LL.M. graduates should be able to use the methodology of American legal research, writing and analysis. 
 
Students with knowledge of core legal principles can: 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the required course United States Legal 
Research, Writing and Analysis for Foreign Attorneys; and, 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the law courses of their choosing. 
 

Program Outcome #4 
USLS LL.M. graduates should be able to compare and contrast their home country’s federal government with that of the 
United States. 
 
Students with knowledge of core legal principles can: 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the required course United States Legal 
Research, Writing and Analysis for Foreign Attorneys; 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in Constitutional Law I or the required course 
United States Constitutional Law for Foreign Attorneys; and, 

 Successfully meet the identified learning outcomes as outlined in the law courses of their choosing. 




