In July 2002, Judge
Thomas E. Brennan,
the founder and first
president of the
Thomas M. Cooley
Law School, was
formally recognized
when the school
named its law library
In his honor.
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On Friday July 12, hundreds of the law school’s alumni,
faculty, staff, and friends gathered to give recognition to
President Emeritus Thomas E. Brennan and the graduates of
the 1977 Isaac Christiancy, Alpheus Felch, and Benjamin
Graves classes. The first event on the docket was the
dedication ceremony for the Thomas E. Brennan Law
Library. President and Dean Don LeDuc and President
Emeritus Thomas E. Brennan were on hand to welcome the
distinguished guests.

Duane Strojny, Cooley’s current Associate Dean of the
Library and Instructional Support, gave the opening
remarks. He was promoted to that position this summer. In
addition, all three former library directors gave their
perspectives on the growth of the law school’s library
facilities and services. The library directors covered their
decades of service to Cooley, its students, and alumni.
Current Cooley Professor Peter Kempel recalled his service
as library director from 1976 to 1989. He gave a very
amusing talk about the conditions he encountered while
setting up the library in Cooley’s early years.

Judith Anspach was the library director at Cooley from
1989 to 1993 and is now a professor and library director
at Hofstra University Law School in New York. She dealt

with the development of the library and its relocation to the
renovated J.C. Penney department store building on South
Washington Square. Roberta Studwell, the Associate Dean
of the Library and Instructional Support from 1994 through
the summer of 2002, described the collection, staffing, and
services now available at the library.

Cooley Board of Directors member Donna Morris spoke at
the dedication ceremony and saluted President Emeritus
Brennan’s many achievements. Michigan Supreme Court
Chief Justice Maura Corrigan, Justice Stephen Markman,
Michigan Supreme Court Historical Society Chairperson
Wallace Riley, and many other judges and dignitaries
attended the library dedication along with Cooley's
graduates and friends.

Along with President LeDuc and Judge Morris, Cooley Law
School Board of Directors members Judge Tom Brennan, Jr.
(a graduate of the 1978 Marston Class, and President
Brennan’s son, and daughter-in-law Julie Brennan), Judge
Brent Danielson (Cooley Class, 1976), Judge Roman S.
Gribbs, and Lawrence P. Nolan (Cooley Class, 1976)
attended the library dedication.

The other members of President Brennan’s family who
attended the library dedication were his wife, Polly; son,



William Brennan; his daughter and son-in-law, Ellen and
Peter Campbell; his brother and sister-in-law, Ray and Lori
Brennan; and his nieces Ann Bertsch, Bridget Brennan, and
Katie Dickinson.

Other honored guests included Michael Bergman, the
Executive Director of the Michigan Supreme Court Historical
Society, Justice Charles Levin, and David Wiener, the
Executive Assistant to Lansing Mayor Hollister.

Following the dedication ceremony at the library, the venue
changed to the Cooley Center for dinner and a celebration
of the reunion of the members of the classes that graduated
in 1977, the Isaac Christiancy, Alpheus Felch, and Benjamin
Graves classes. Christiancy Class alumni Ann Wing, Phyllis
Groenewoud, and Richard Kerbawy; Felch Class alumni Lou
Crenshaw, Gerald Malling, and David Porteous; and
Graves Class alumni Mary Ann Cartwright and Donna
Morris were recognized by Alumni Association President M.
Carol Bambery. President and Dean Don LeDuc gave his
best wishes to the 1977 reunion alumni.

The keynote address was given by Michigan Supreme Court
Historical Society Chairperson Wallace Riley. He is also the
former president of the American Bar Association, a
founder of the Detroit law firm of Riley, Roumell & Connolly,

P.C. and a friend of the law school from its earliest years. His
wife, former Michigan Supreme Court Justice Dorothy
Comstock Riley served on the law school’s board of directors
for many years. Mr. Riley talked about his relationship with
President Emeritus Brennan and his observations of the trans-
formation of the law school over its first quarter century.

The evening was a marvelous combination of reminiscence
of the remarkable perseverence and vision of President
Emeritus Brennan, his partnership with early alumni in the
creation of the law school, and the development of its
library. In addition to taking the time to attend the event, the
guests also contributed generously to the Library Fund,
ensuring the continued excellence of that facility. As of
July 26, $11,925 has been raised for the fund as a direct
result of the library dedication ceremony. Call the Alumni
Relations Office at (800) 243-ALUM, in Lansing call
371-5140, ext. 2038 to add to the Library Fund.

Cooley faculty members in attendance included Professors
Barry Dubner, Steve Ettinger, Norman Fell, John Fitzgerald,
Judy Frank (Mundy Class, 1986), James Hicks, (President
Brennan’s son-in-law, and his daughter Marybeth Hicks and
two grandchildren, Kate and Betsy), Marion Hilligan
(Johnson Class, 1989), Peter Jason, Eileen Kavanagh, Peter
Kempel, Dorean Koenig, Mable Martin-Scott, Larry Morgan,
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Charles Senger, Otto Stockmeyer, Ron Trosty, and Ann Wing
(Felch Class, 1977); and Associate Deans Helen Mickens
(Bushnell Class, 1980), M. Ann Miller, and Amy Timmer
(Pratt Class, 1988).

Of course, the library dedication ceremony would not be
complete without the presence of members of the library
staff, Pam Bartlett, Leah Fitch, Alumni Association member
at large Aletha Honsowitz (Witherell Class, 1990), Tim
Innes, Ann Lucas, Rita Marsala, John Michaud, and Ardena
Walsh (Dethmers Class, 1981).

Other Cooley staff members joining the festivities at the
library dedication included Tony Alvarado, Marylynn Bain,
Cherie Beck (Flannigan Class, 1999), Margie Doyle, Terry
Franklin, Debra Hirsch (Sherwood Class, 1986), Barbara
Kowalk, Kathy Neros, Darryl Parsell (Wiest Class, 1979),
Tom Spangler, Danny Quesenberry, Dr. Pat Wilson,
Associate Deans Charles Mickens, James D. Robb, and

Dr. Paul Zelenski; and Assistant Deans Stephanie Gregg and
Sherida Wysocki.

The following alumni attended the library dedication:
Alumni Association Past President Virginia Allen, Judge
Laura Baird (Wiest Class, 1979), Alumni Association
President M. Carol Bambery (Morell Class, 1985), Edward

Blews (Copeland Class, 1989), Debra Blews (Durand Class,
1992), Barbara Bonge (Morse Class, 1987), Alumni
Association member at large Diane Britt (Chandler Class,
1983), José Brown (Long Class, 1981), Tammy Browning-
Smith (Jay Class, 2000), Mary Ann Cartwright (Graves
Class, 1977), Mary Chartier-Mittendorf (Johnson Class,
2002), Alumni Association member at large Julie Clement
(McDonald Class, 1998), Ed Cook (Morell Class, 1985),
Lou Crenshaw (Felch Class, 1977), William Fisher (Wilson
Class, 1990), Phyllis Groenewoud (Christiancy Class,
1977), Michael P. Hatty (Butzel Class, 1979), Richard
Kerbawy (Christiancy Class, 1977), Lawrence Kish (Marston
Class, 1978), Lewis Langham (Blair, Jr. Class, 2001),
Alumni Association Treasurer Henry Legere Jr. (Carpenter
Class, 1993), Alumni Association Secretary Suzanne Lowe
(Long Class, 1981), Gerald Malling (Felch Class, 1977),
Judge Pam McCabe (Wing Class, 1982), Stacey Murphy
Lott (Blair, Jr. Class, 2001), Judge Beverley Nettles-
Nickerson (Blair Class, 1983), David Porteous (Felch Class,
1977), Tom Rombach (Morse Class, 1987), Theresa
Schurman (Blair, Jr. Class, 2001), Jeff Steffel (Wing Class,
1982), William Somerville (Butzel Class, 1979), Jerry Sutton
(Cooley Class, 1976), Linda Sutton (Dethmers Class, 1981),
Alumni Association Vice President Charles Toy (Kavanagh
Class, 1981), Nancy Wonch (Kelly Class, 1978), Claudia
Zacks (Whipple Class, 1985), and George Zulakis (Marston
Class, 1978).



