GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

As with any academic program, admission is no guarantee
of graduation, and Cooley’s academic attrition rate — the
percentage of students who leave Cooley based on
academic factors — is higher than some other law schools,
but consistent with its admission policy. Graduation from
Cooley Law School requires a student to complete 90 credits
of study with a cumulative grade point average of at least a
2.0 or C, as well as a 2.0 or C in required courses. Of the
90 credits needed to graduate, 63 credits come from
required courses.

GRADING

The Thomas M. Cooley Law School grading policy is
demanding, but fair. In most courses, grades are based on
written final examinations, administered and graded under
a system that assures student anonymity. Professors adhere
to established grade definitions, but within that framework
each professor may score the examinations differently and
create a separate grading scale for each course.

Grades at Cooley are known for being hard-earned and
truly indicative of a student’s grasp of the subject matter.
The Thomas M. Cooley Law School does not practice grade
inflation. The grade definitions are closely associated with
how students are expected to perform on the bar
examination and in the legal profession.

Prepare yourself before starting law school
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