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FEDERAL TAXATION:  A Selective Research Guide 
 
I.     Tax Research Guides  II.     Tax Reference S ervices 
III.   Internal Revenue Code  IV.   Treasury Interp retations  
V.  Judicial Interpretations   VI.  Journals 
VII. Nutshells/Hornbooks  VIII. Electronic Resource s 
IX. Internet Resources 
 
Overview 
This research guide is a selective guide to assist the legal researcher in conducting research 
in the area of Federal Tax Law.  It is not comprehensive in scope or intended to be a catchall 
source, but rather to act as a starting point for the researcher to find additional sources and 
relevant information. Since this guide is focused on federal taxation, it does not concern the 
laws of a particular state. 
 

I. TAX RESEARCH GUIDES  
 
Federal Tax Research : Guide to Materials and Techn iques 
Location:  KF241.T38 R5 2007  
This guide to federal tax research provides a compilation of statutes, in addition to 
discussions of sources of law, legislative histories, treaties, IRS pronouncements, judicial 
reports, and online legal research methods. 
 
Tax Research 
Location: KF241.T38 K37 2006  
This book is geared towards the process of conducting tax research in real world situations.  
It outlines how to perform tax research and what are the available tax resources.  The book 
discusses both electronic and print research tools. The volume provides an overview of tax 
research, the internal revenue code, treasury and judicial interpretations, how to discover 
relevant primary authority using reference services and other secondary sources, culmination 
of the tax research process, communicating research results, overview of tax procedure, and 
state tax research. 

 
II. TAX REFERENCE SERVICES 

 
BNA Tax Management Portfolios 
Location: KF6289.A1 T352  
BNA Tax Management is arranged by library and portfolios.  There are four libraries:  U.S. 
Income Library; Estates, Gifts, and Trusts Library; Foreign Income Library; and State Library.  
Each library consists of portfolios that are arranged by topics.  Although every Internal 
Revenue Code does not have a dedicated portfolio, most receive coverage in at least one 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b328464~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b325208~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112907~S0
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portfolio.  The portfolios are designed to provide an in-depth analysis of each portfolio topic, 
including the history and background of the topic and an analysis of its application. 
 
CCH Standard Federal Tax Reporter 
Location: KF6285 .C67  
The CCH Standard Federal Tax Reporter is organized around the Internal Revenue Code.  It 
is further organized by issue within each code section.  For each discussion of the different 
issues within a code section, the CCH is organized by providing the text of the code section, 
the text of the related regulations, the text of legislative history excerpts, and the annotations. 
 
Merten’s Law of Federal Income Taxation 
Location: KF6365 .M4  
Merten’s, just like the BNA portfolios, is arranged by topic.  It provides in-depth analysis of the 
law of federal income taxation, explaining the intent of Congress in drafting the Code, what 
the Code means and how the Internal Revenue Service has been interpreting it. The 
publication’s indexing system lets researchers look up specific section of code and instantly 
find every Revenue Ruling or Procedure ever written by the IRS on that section. 
 
RIA United States Tax Reporter 
Location: KF6285 .P75  
RIA United States Tax Reporter is also a code-oriented reference service. It contains the text 
of the code section, text of related regulations, text of legislative history excerpts, 
explanations of code section, table of topics, and annotations.  RIA’s service provides the 
above items grouped together under the applicable code section.  Unlike CCH’s reporter, 
which separates discussions of different issues within a code section, all the materials in the 
RIA reporter within the discussion of a particular code section must be skimmed to locate the 
relevant entries. 
 

III. INTERNAL REVENUE CODE 
The Internal Revenue Code (IRC) of 1986 is under Title 26 of the United States Code.  Title 
26 of the USC is divided into eleven Subtitles.  These Subtitles are divided further into 
Chapter; each major topic is generally assigned its own Subchapter.  The following titles 
contain the IRC: 
 
Internal Revenue Code 
Location: KF6276.526.A19 I57  
This title contains the IRC and an index is provided to help find the relevant code. 
 
United States Code  
Location: KF62 2000 .A2 2001  
The United States Code is the codification by subject matter of the general and permanent 
laws of the United States.  The United States Code has been published every six years. In 
between editions, annual cumulative supplements are published in order to present the most 
current information. 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b107990~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b100079~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b124131~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b109664~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b246164~S0
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United States Code Annotated 
Location: KF62 1927 .W45  
The USCA is published by Thomson West.  It provides the United States Code and 
annotations to help researcher. 
 
United States Code Service 
Location: KF62 1972 .L38  
This title is published by Lexis-Nexis.  It provides the United States Code and annotations to 
help researcher. 
 

IV. TREASURY INTERPRETATIONS 
 
CCH Standard Federal Tax Reporter 
Location: KF6285 .C67  
 
Code of Federal Regulations 
Location: KF70 .A3  
The treasury regulations can be found in the CFR.  Treasury regulations attempt to clarify 
and expand upon a particular IRC provision.   
 
Internal Revenue Bulletin 
Location: KF6282.A2 I497  
The Internal Revenue Bulletin (IRB) is the authoritative instrument of the IRS for announcing 
all substantive ruling necessary to promote a uniform application of tax law.  This is a weekly 
publication.  The following are published in the IRB:  Revenue Rulings; Revenue Procedures; 
Announcements; Information Releases; Notices; Delegation Orders; IRS Acquiescence and 
Non-acquiescence.  
 
Internal Revenue Cumulative Bulletin 
Location: KF6282.A2 I495  
The IRB are cumulated bi-annually in the Cumulative Bulletin.  The Treasury Department 
releases and publishes a variety of documents.  The published documents can be located in 
the IRB.  They are also available through commercial publishers like CCH, RIA, and BNA.   
 
Merten’s: The Law of Federal Income Taxation 
Location: KF6365 .M4  
Merten’s provides in-depth analysis of the law of federal income taxation, explaining the 
intent of Congress in drafting the Code, what the Code means and how the Internal Revenue 
Service has been interpreting it. The book’s subject orientation rather than code orientation 
makes for easier understanding. 
 
RIA United States Tax Reporter 
Location: KF6285 .P75  
This title is a comprehensive and up-to-date source of federal tax law, regulations, committee 
reports, cases, rulings, annotations of cases and rulings, and explanations. The book is 
organized by Code section number. 
 
 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112998~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b113009~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b107990~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b116616~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b113097~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b119819~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b100079~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b124131~S0
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V. JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS 
 A. 
Cases from the Tax Court Regular are published in: 
 
CCH Tax Court Reporter 
Location: KF6280 .C65 1965  
 
Reports of the United States Tax Courts 
Location: KF 6280 .A2 T37  
 
 B. 
Cases from the Tax Court Memorandum are published in: 
 
CCH Tax Court Memorandum Decisions 
Location: KF6324.A5 U525  
 
RIA TC Memorandum Decisions 
Location: KF6324.A5 U52  
 
 
 C. 
Cases from the Claims Court are published in: 
 
American Federal Tax Reports 1 st and 2 nd 
Location: KF6280.A2 A5  
 
Cases decided in the United States Court of Claims 
Location: KF125.C5 C52  
 
Federal Claims Reporter / US Claims Court Reporter 
Location: KF125.C6 U51  
 
Federal Reporter 
Location: KF 105.F42  
 
Federal Supplement Reporter 
Location: KF 120.F42  
 
US Tax Cases 
Location: KF6280.A2 U5  
 
 
 D. 
Cases from the Federal District Court are published in: 
 
American Federal Tax Reports 1 st and 2 nd 
Location: KF6280.A2 A5  
 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b114325~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b116198~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b108916~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b106923~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b109841~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b106288~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b126139~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112977~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112984~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b108235~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b109841~S0
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Federal Supplement Reporter 
Location: KF120.F42  
 
US Tax Cases 
Location: KF6280.A2 U5  
 
 E. 
Cases from the Federal Court of Appeals are published in: 
 
American Federal Tax Reports 1 st and 2 nd 
Location: KF6280.A2 A5  
 
Federal Reporter 
Location: KF 105.F42  
 
US Tax Cases 
Location: KF6280.A2 U5  
 
 F. 
Cases from the Supreme Court are published in: 
 
American Federal Tax Reports 1 st and 2 nd 
Location: KF6280.A2 A5  
 
Supreme Court Reporter 
Location: KF101.A322  
 
Supreme Court Reporter L.Ed. 
Location: KF101.A313  
 
US Reports 
Location: KF101.A213  
 
US Tax Cases 
Location: KF6280.A2 U5  
 

VI. JOURNALS 
 

Florida Tax Review 
Location: K6 .L688  
The innovative law review publishes articles dealing with significant issues of tax law and 
policy.  Published articles focus on a wide range of timely and important tax topics. 
 
Journal of Taxation 
Location: K10 .O8955  
This monthly journal is devoted to the practical needs of the sophisticated practitioner. Each 
issue features a column on recent private letter rulings as well as "Shop Talk," where readers 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112984~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b108235~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b109841~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b112977~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b108235~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b109841~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b113014~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b113013~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b113361~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b108235~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b125430~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b110355~S0
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contribute their thoughts.  Furthermore, it provides an in-depth analysis to explain the 
relevance and importance of new legislation and rulings. 
 
Tax Law Review 
Location: K24 .A8415  
The premier law school journal for tax policy scholarship is one of the few faculty-edited 
journals in the legal academy at NYU School of Law.  It publishes articles and essays by 
leading legal academics and practitioners as well as noted economists. 
 
Taxes 
Location: KF6272 .T394  
Written by top tax experts, it provides thorough, accurate and insightful analysis of current tax 
issues, trends, legislative developments, significant cases and administrative actions.  It 
features succinct coverage of hot topics on the legal, accounting, and economic aspects of 
federal and state taxes, and alerts practitioners to planning opportunities and pitfalls. 
 
The Tax Lawyer 
Location: K2.U44  
The nation’s premier, peer-reviewed tax law journal is published quarterly as a service to its 
members by the American Bar Association Section of Taxation. It provides scholarly articles 
by notable tax attorneys and professors, key reports by Section of Taxation committees and 
task forces, and student notes and comments on timely topics that the editorial board 
believes to be of professional interest to members of the Section and the tax profession. 
 

VII. NUTSHELLS/HORNBOOKS 
 
Federal Estate and Gift Taxation in a Nutshell by J ohn K. McNullty 
Location: KF6572.Z9 M3 2003  
Summarizes the law and offers critical evaluation on the essentials of estate, gift, and 
generation-skipping tax planning, and reform proposals and fundamental alternatives to the 
current transfer tax system. Additional chapters cover annuities; inclusion and valuation; 
exemptions and exclusions; deductions; and tax liabilities. 
 
Federal Income Taxation of Corporations and Stockho lders in a Nutshell by Karen C. 
Burke 
Location: KF6465 .S58 2007  
This introductory work focuses on the corporation as a taxable entity and tracks the corporate 
life cycle from incorporation through complete liquidation. It includes discussion on non-
liquidating distributions, redemptions, and stock dividends. Also addresses advanced 
problems in corporate taxation, such as taxable acquisitions, tax-free reorganizations and 
corporate divisions, and carryover of corporate tax attributes. 
 
Federal Income Taxation of Individuals in a Nutshel l by John K. McNullty 
Location: KF6369.3.M3 2004  
Summarizes U.S. federal income tax law, defines income, and identifies the different types of 
deductions. It explains statutory inclusion and exclusion from gross income, profit-related 
deductions, mixed deductions, personal deductions, and other allowances. Also inquires into 
the policy and purposes of, and alternatives to, existing legal rules. 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b110287~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b106707~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b110288~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b312870~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b470084~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b314350~S0
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Federal Income Taxation of Partners and Partnership  in a Nutshell by Karen C. Burke 
Location: KF6452.Z9 B87 2005  
Contains an authoritative summary on the organization, tax accounting, allocations, 
distributions, and liabilities of a partnership. It also discusses subjects such as contributed 
property, partner-partnership transactions, transferring interests, and what happens when a 
partner retires. 
 
Federal Income Taxation of Individuals by Boris I. Bittker, Martin J. McMahon 
Location: KF6369 .B573  
An in-depth analysis by leading tax authors of crucial areas such as determination of gross 
income, deductions, and carryovers.  Common types of income and deduction are discussed 
in-depth.  It also discusses capital gains and losses and tax litigation. 
 
Federal Income Taxation of Corporations and Shareho lders by Boris I. Bittker 
Location: KF6464 .B532  
Explains tax problems clearly and concisely to help researchers grasp the implications of the 
Code, complicated regulations and key case decisions.  It virtually answers common 
questions about the federal taxation of corporations and shareholders.  It discusses the 
mechanics of tax practice to provide a practical understanding of even the most complex tax 
matters. 
 
Federal Taxation of Income, Estates, and Gifts by B oris I. Bittker 
Location: KF6335.B48  
It provides a complete discussion of income, and estate and gift taxation. Its thorough 
analysis and synthesis of federal tax law, along with illustrated examples, allows the reader to 
gain useful and comprehensive information through the authors' incisive commentary, 
authoritative reasoning, and clarity of writing. 
 
Federal Taxation of Partnerships and Partners by Wi lliam S. McKee, William F. Nelson, 
& Robert L. Whitmire 
Location: KF6452 .M262  
This title is an outstanding reference written by leading tax authorities on partnership taxation 
and planning.  It is organized by transaction around the complete life cycle of a partnership--
from formation through operation to liquidation.  It also provides detailed analysis in complex 
tax consequences triggered by the increase or decrease of partnership liabilities 
 
IRS Practice and Procedure by Michael I. Saltzman 
Location: KF6300 .S263  
This title addresses the rapidly changing and increasingly complex area of tax procedure.  It 
helps readers understand the procedural changes, IRS restructuring as well as the ongoing 
revision of the Internal Revenue Manual.  It provides all the information a tax professional 
need when representing a client before the IRS. 
 
International Taxation in a Nutshell by Richard L. Doernberg 
Location: KF6419.Z9 D64 2004  
This Nutshell provides the fundamentals of U.S. international taxation. It addresses the U.S. 
activities of foreign taxpayers, as well as the foreign activities of U.S. citizens and residents, 

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b318357~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b257397~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b160366~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b105909~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b144635~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b313556~S0
http://library.cooley.edu/record=b315060~S0
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focusing on the U.S. foreign tax credit. Special U.S. international tax provisions creating 
incentives or disincentives for certain conduct or forms of business transactions are featured. 
This book also discusses U.S. transfer taxes such as estate, gift, and generation-skipping tax 
on both resident and nonresident aliens. 
 
Tax Procedure and Tax Fraud in a Nutshell by Patric ia T. Morgan 
Location: KF6324.Z9 M67 1999  
It provides a reliable source on tax procedure and tax fraud helps bridge the gap between 
understanding "substantive" code provisions and preparing to represent a taxpayer in an 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) dispute. Coverage includes IRS and treasury rulemaking; 
confidentiality and disclosure; audits and administrative appeals; statute of limitations; 
litigation considerations; penalties and collection process; liability; investigation; and tax 
crimes. 
 

VIII. DATABASES 
 
RIA Checkpoint 
Federal Tax Coordinator 2nd 

Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax Regulations 
IRS Rulings and Releases 
Complete Analysis of Latest Tax Laws 
US Tax Reporter 
WG&L Treatises 
WG&L Journals 
 
CCH IntelliConnect 
Standard Federal Income Tax Reporter 
U.S. Master Tax Guide 
TAXES – The Tax Magazine 
Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax Regulations 
IRS Rulings and Releases 
Complete Analysis of Latest Tax Laws 
CCH Treatises 
CCH Journals 
 
Westlaw 
Federal Taxation – Combined Materials (FTX-ALL)  
Code and Regulations (FTX-CODEREG) 
Cases and Releases (FTX-CSRELS) 
Public Laws (FTX-PL) 
Congressional Bills (FTX-BILLTXT)  
Legislative History (FTX-LH) 
Internal Revenue Manual (RIA-IRM) 
Circular 230 (FTX-CIRC230) 
IRS Publication (FTX-IRSPUBS) 
WG&L Tax Practice and Procedure Treatises (WGL-TAXTPRAC)  

http://library.cooley.edu/record=b154488~S0
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WG&L Tax Treatises Combined (WGL-TAXT)  
Thomson-West Tax Treatises Combined (WEST-TAXT) 
 
LEXIS 
Federal Courts Tax Cases 
USCS-Title 26;Internal Revenue Code Annotated 
Federal Tax Legislation, Congressional Reports, & Bills 
Tax Analysts Worldwide Tax Treaties Combined Files 
IRS Cumulative Bulletin and Internal Revenue Bulletin 
IRS Private Letter Rulings and Technical Advice Memoranda 
CFR - Federal Tax Regulations 
Federal Income, Gift and Estate Taxation 
Federal Tax Practice and Procedure 
Rabkin & Johnson, Federal Tax Guidebook 
Tax Analysts Tax Notes Today 
 

IX. INTERNET RESOURCES 
 
ABA Section of Taxation  
http://www.abanet.org/tax/home.html 
 
Federation of Tax Administrators Links to state sit es 
http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/link/ 
 
Tax Analysts 
http://www.taxanalysts.com/ 
 
Tax and Accounting Sites Directory, State and Local  Tax 
http://www.taxsites.com/state.html 
 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School Library Tax Pathfinder 
http://www.cooley.edu/library/tax.html 

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve/frames?_m=b7f51f703776c147112e39cf961dc611&_src=6182.3005543&_cat=3005535&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=6182&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=a86de5cb5519b110180d551046b25a82
http://www.lexis.com/research/form/bool?_m=942b35fd5950e5aa68cc3ec622d5e211&_src=6118.3005543&_cat=3005543&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=c0b4186f66334b15ada0cff9983ff258
http://www.lexis.com/research/search/adf?_m=a7a9a4341ffb1c15158d31a119a4d60b&_src=250058.3005549&_cat=3005549&svc=adf&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=bca6556320d61d745b63a7d92a11d453
http://www.lexis.com/research/form/bool?_m=b7f51f703776c147112e39cf961dc611&_src=6122.3005551&_cat=3005535&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=fc618d2046f79720d40887dd5d621b97
http://www.lexis.com/research/form/bool?_m=b7f51f703776c147112e39cf961dc611&_src=6119.3005551&_cat=3005535&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=c4efd904ff3fdf3277a7a81d91c9c50a
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve/frames?_m=b7f51f703776c147112e39cf961dc611&_src=147671.3003035&_cat=3005535&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=147671&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=86fcba002345ad6dc4edfc11fe5d491c
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve/frames?_m=74587bbc566e8d0aa3e5a06b5651c631&_src=240026.3006184&_cat=3006184&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=240026&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=cdceb1bc30afe9d75aa9c64774988ef3
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve/frames?_m=74587bbc566e8d0aa3e5a06b5651c631&_src=255653.3006184&_cat=3006184&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=255653&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=7f8d03e60f1503f42323640f149080ff
http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve/frames?_m=74587bbc566e8d0aa3e5a06b5651c631&_src=230139.3006184&_cat=3006184&tcfrmsrc=1&_tcid=230139&_fmtstr=TOC&tcact=initial&svc=toc&_stateList=svc&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=3c496d47ed088aa1b0dfbead5512eec6
http://www.lexis.com/research/sel/adf?_m=f24bd82d0a41c0e6ef764e6b1e9e46a6&_src=6102.3005579&_cat=3005579&_adftype=5&wchp=dGLbVzz-zSkAV&_md5=da42051e1a82f62825ebeb9ab444f522
http://www.abanet.org/tax/home.html
http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/link/
http://www.taxanalysts.com/
http://www.taxsites.com/state.html
http://www.cooley.edu/library/tax.html
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