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Michael F. Cavanagh
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Th e Motto of a 
Minority Justice:
Keep Your Head Down 
and Keep On Shoveling 

Judge Cavanagh received a 
bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Detroit in 1962 
and his law degree from the 
University of Detroit Law 
School in 1966. He began his 
career as a law clerk for the 
Michigan Court of Appeals. 
In 1967, Justice Cavanagh 
was hired as an assistant city 
attorney for the City of Lansing 
and thereafter was appointed as 
Lansing City Attorney, serving 
until 1969. He then became a 
partner in the Lansing law fi rm 
of Farhat, Burns and Story, P.C. 
In 1971, he was elected judge 
of the 54-A District Court. 
Justice Cavanagh was then 
elected to the Michigan Court 
of Appeals, where he served 
from 1975-1982. At that time, 
he was the youngest person 
ever elected to the Michigan 
Court of Appeals. Justice 
Cavanagh was elected to the 
state Supreme Court in 1982 
and was re-elected in 1990, 
1998, and 2006. He served 
as Chief Justice from 1991-
95. Justice Cavanagh’s current 
term expires January 1, 2015.


